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Article 2: San Francisco Chinese American Religious Groups Support
Proposition 8

500 Christians at Chinatown Rally Say Protecting Traditional Marriage Not Attack On
Rights of Same Sex Couples.

Yesterday Asian American supporters of Proposition 8 said at a rally that the measure’s
aim to overturn laws approving same sex marriage is not an attack on the rights of
same sex couples, but rather to define marriage as between one man and woman. This
measure does not oppose same sex couples’ benefits nor does it oppose their right to
choose. Itis only to protect the tradition of marriage as a union between a man and
woman and not to muddle heterosexual and same sex marriages.

The California Supreme Court on May 15 legalized same sex marriage, but Proposition
8, which will overturn this law, is up to general voters to decide in the November
election. Local Chinese Americans are divided on their viewpoints toward this measure.

Yesterday afternoon, around 500 Chinese Christians wearing red bilingual T-shirts with
“Marriage is between a man and woman” gathered in Portsmouth Square. This red-
shirt army held yellow “Support Proposition 8” placards while singing poems and
prayers to protect marriage as a union between a man and woman.

Clergy Jiaen Chen, in leading a group prayer, said that for the tradition of marriage to be
between a man and woman is the will of God. Because it ensures the succession of
generations, this tradition has received God’s good blessings.

The San Francisco Chinese Chrisitan Coalition organized the rally. Coalition Chair
Reverend Hongming Mei said that Proposition 8 is only to forbid same sex marriage and
does not prevent same sex couples from enjoying other rights. He said that the
minimum standard of marriage as a union between a man and woman cannot be
attacked. This is to protect marriage and future generations.

Rally participants said that existing California law already accords equal status to same
sex and heterosexual couples. Proposition 8 will not reverse this. They said their aim is
to set things right and save the next generation of youth who have lost their way.
Otherwise the American public will pay too high of a price for an excessive interpretation
of freedom.

Reverend Jiarong Wang said that same sex marriage violates five principles, including
the teachings of the Bible, nature, ethics, psychology, and physical well-being.

Doctor Yongzhi Wu said it is wrong to think love alone will qualify for marriage.
Marriage has additional responsibilities that include bearing the next generation.
Proposition 8 is not to target the LGBT community, but rather to protect the right of
marriage between a man and a woman.
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Reverend Hurong Guo said that whether or not a family structure is normal and healthy
determines the fate of an entire country. The union between a man and a woman is a
sanctimonious institution that cannot be broken.

Reverend Weibin Zhao said that the institution of marriage between a man and a
woman accords with the principles of justice and common human interaction. Same
sex unions cannot bear children. Children either adopted or born with assisted
reproduction and growing up in a same sex couple family will think that all parents are of
the same sex in a misunderstanding of reality.

Rally coordinator Reverend Jinhua Huang said that same sex orientation is not purely
biological, but rather created in people who have a mentality of unsatisfied desires while
growing up.

The rally also proclaimed a “Stance on Marriage,” including the belief that marriage is a
just union between a man and woman, the only way to bear future generations,
respectful the human rights of men and women. Children need both a father and
mother, from whom children can learn gender roles. The institution of marriage will
define the future progress of both America and the world.





